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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AS  TO  THE 

Sanitary  Conditions  of  Wainford  Rural  District 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1943. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 
of  Wainford  Rural  District. 


Gentlemen, 

I  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1943. 

STATISTICS. 

Area.  44,871  acres. 

Population.  6,230. 

Inhabited  Houses.  1,903. 

Rateable  Value.  X19,248. 

Sum  raised  by  Penny  Rate.  .£82. 


Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


f.  Total. 

54  111  Rate  per  1000  pop.,  19*1. 

5  8  (Rate  for  England,  16'5). 


Still  Births— 

Legitimate  1 

Illegitimate  1 


119 


3 


4  Rate  per  1000  pop.,  ’8. 
1  (Rate  for  England,  -5). 


Deaths. 

All  causes 


M. 

52 


Infantile  Mortality, 
(under  1  year) 
Legitimate  3 


5 

F.  Total. 

36  88  Rate  per  1000  pop.,  12*0. 

(Rate  for  England,  12*1). 

1  4  Rate  per  1000  live  births, 

336. 

(Rate  for  England,  49’) 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Ages  0 

1 

c 

t 

>  10  15  2 

1 

5 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  t... 

1 

2 

10 

5 

1 

1 

20 

Diphtheria 

2 

2' 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

2 

2 

2 

• 

7 

Measles 

2 

11 

12 

25 

6 

3 

5 

64 

Ages  C 

t 

1 

5  4 

5  6 

5 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

3 

2 

8 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

2 

2 

104 

The  age  grouping  is  that  of  the  new  quarterly  reports  which 
commence  in  1944. 


A  further  diphtheria  was  notified  but  not  confirmed  in  hos¬ 
pital.  One  case  each  of  pneumonia  and  measles  was  in  the  same 
person.  Infectious  disease  incidence  is  16'6  per  1000..  One  case 
of  infective  hepatitis  was  notified  in  addition;  this  is  only 
notifiable  in  the  Eastern  district  for  research  into  its  incidence. 

Diphtheria  Inoculation.  Nine  cases  only  were  done.  It  is 
estimated  that  31%  of  those  under  five  are  done,  and  78%  of  those 
of  school  age.  The  protection  of  the  younger  group  still  remains 
disappointingly  low. 

Notification  of  all  infectious  disease  is  satisfactory. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  cases  notified  :  1  male,  aged  4,  non-pulmonary ; 

3  females,  aged  22,  23,  50,  pulmonary.  Two  cases  already  noti¬ 
fied  were  transferred  from  other  districts. 

Deaths:  3  females,  pulmonary,  ages  21,  23,  50;  1  male, 

pulmonary,  age  61. 

These  are  not  in  accordance  with  the  Registrar-General’s 
return,  but  are  correct.  I  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  help  of 
the  County  M.O.H.  in  calling  attention  to  this  and  obtaining 
corrections  to  the  return.  Ten  cases  remain  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Whooping  Cough 
Tuberculosis — Pulmonary 
Encephalitis  ... 

Cancer — Mouth 
Stomach 
Other  sites 

Diabetes 
Apoplexy 
Heart  Disease  ... 


M 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

22 


F  M 

1  Other  circulatory  diseases  4 

3  Bronchitis  ...  ...  3 

1  Pneumonia  ...  ...  2 

—  Digestive  disease  ...  — 

1  Nephritis  ...  ...  1 

3  Premature  birth  ...  2 

1  Birth  injuries  ...  ...  — 

7  Other  causes  ...  ...  7 

12 


F 


1 


GENERAL  STATEMENT. 


Housing.  Shortage  is  becoming  more  marked  and  the  con¬ 
dition  of  existing  houses  is  degenerating.  Lists  have  been  kept  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  a  suggested  programme  of  more  than 
50  houses  for  the  first  year. 


Water.  All  samples  have  been  satisfactory  and  have  been 
submitted  to  me. 


Sewerage.  Trouble  has  been  experienced  with  airdromes 
due  to  overloading  the  original  plants.  Representations  have 
been  made  to  the  Ministry  and  it  is  hoped  that  improvements  will 
be  effected. 

Milk.  No  samples  taken  for  Tuberculosis  proved  positive. 
Action  was  taken  against  one  very  unsatisfactory  producer ; 
however,  before  Court  proceedings  the  cows  were  sold  and  pro¬ 
duction  given  up. 

A  new  labour  camp  came  under  inspection  with  good  results. 
Unsatisfactory  food  arrangements  were  inspected  at  another 
camp  ;  conditions  were  remedied  afterwards. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  an  unsatisfactory  tenant  of  a 
Council  house  with  a  successful  result. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

HUBERT  PEDLER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


fcO  to  to 


5 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1943. 

There  have  been  periodical  visits  of  inspections  made  of  the 
district  for  existing  and  likely  causes  of  nuisances,  and  complaints 
received  have  been  given  immediate  attention  for  the  abatement 

of  same. 

HOUSING. 

No  new  houses  have  been  erected  by  private  enterprise. 
Fourteen  new  houses  are  in  course  of  erection  for  agricultural 
workers  in  conjunction  with  the  War  Agricultural  Committees 
Housing  Scheme;  they  are  being  erected  in  four  parishes.,  lhe 
building  progress  is  slow  owing  to  shortage  of  labour  and  building 
materials. 

Temporary  licences  are  still  in  force  on  several  condemned 
houses  allowing  them  to  be  used  in  exceptional  cases  owing  to 
shortage.  No  condemned  houses  have  been  demolished. 

COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

Cowsheds  and  dairies  have  been  periodically  inspected,  and 
in  few  cases  re-conditioning  has  been  carried  out.  Generally, 
cowsheds  were  found  to  be  kept  in  satisfactory  condition  ;  only  in 
few  cases  was  it  found  necessary  to  serve  notices  for  lime-washing 
and  cleansing  to  be  carried  out. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

After  removal  of  patients  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  re¬ 
covery  of  those  cases  isolated  at  home,  the  rooms. and  effects  were 
thoroughly  fumigated  and  disinfected,  and  investigations  made. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Backets  and  winding  gear  to  three  wells  taken  over  by  the 
Council  have  been  replaced  by  hand  pumps,  the  well  tops  being 
made  secure  with  reinforced  concrete,  and  also  the  surrounding 
ground  being  covered  with  concrete  paving.  Owing  to  snow  fall 
during  the  previous  winter  months  being  practically  nil,  and  a 
severe  summer’s  drought,  the  water  supply  gave  out  in  a  few  of 
the  shallow  wells  and  a  number  of  ponds.  None  of  the  boreholes 
appeared  to  be  affected,  there  being  ample  water  at  all  times.  In 
no  case  where  samples  of  water  were  taken  and  analysed  did  the 
certificates  of  analysis  prove  the  water  to  be  unfit  for  domestic 
purposes 

HOUSE  REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

The  contractors  have  carried  out  the  weekly  house  refuse 
collecting,  under  supervision,  in  the  parishes  of  North  Cove, 
Worlingham,  and  Holton  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  The 
refuse  tips  are  periodically  treated  for  any  likely  rat  infestation. 

Salvage  collecting.  Good  work  has  been  carried  out  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  scheme  of  recovery. 

RAT  DESTRUCTION. 

The  Council  again  co-operated  with  the  County  Council  in 
carrying  out  the  rat  destruction  campaigns  which  were  continued 
during  the  months  of  February,  March,  November  and  December, 
and  resulting  in  11,151  rat  carcases  being  brought  to  the  collecting 
stations,  and  the  total  amount  of  rewards  paid  was  .£92  18s.  6d. 

CIVIL  DEFENCE. 

Evacuation.  Twenty-six  cottages,  some  hired,  others  requisi¬ 
tioned,  have  been  in  continual  use  for  evacuees,  and  same  have 
been  kept  in  reasonable  state  of  repair.  Total  amount  collected 
from  evacuees,  .£230,  towards  the  Evacuation  Fund. 

Shelter  Provision.  An  additional  83  Morrison  shelters  have 
been  distributed  to  dwelling-houses  within  certain  specified  areas 
of  the  district. 

War  Damage.  The  several  incidents  were  dealt  with,  and 
first-aid  repairs,  etc.,  being  carried  out  promptly,  although  local 
labour  available  was  found  to  be  very  scarce. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

11.  EARL,  CERT.  R.S.I., 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


